


















  Malta Public Schools 

Additional Information Regarding Application for Variance to Standards 10.55.709 

Others involved in decision making process leading to a Variance to Standards Application: 

Librarian: Lynne Nevrivy 

Principal(s): Scott King, Shawn Bleth, Tad Schye 

Teachers(s): Elementary: Barb Buechler, Julie Henry, Heidi Lullof. Middle School: Shyla Claussen. High 

School Ashley Pankratz 

 

Past Three Years of Enrollment 

  2011‐2012  2012‐2013  2013‐2014 

Malta Elementary  224  231  244 

Malta Middle Schools  119  115  114 

Malta High School  190  172  170 

Loring Colony School  8  7  4 

Total  541  525  532 

 

Librarian Schedule (I suggest you use this schedule as evidence to document progress toward meeting 

the measurable objectives instead of student test scores. There is no requirement to use student test 

scores as evidence. Establishing and keeping this schedule is enough.) 

  Times of Day   Day of the Week 

Malta Elementary  8:00‐9:55, 1:30‐4:00  5 

Malta Middle School  9:55‐1:30  5 

Malta High School  9:55‐1:30  5 

Loring Colony School  As Needed  As Needed 

 

Roles of community volunteers, students, other teachers in Libraries: When Mrs. Nevrivy is at the 

Middle/High School Library, a Green Thumb Volunteer occupies the elementary Library.  When Mrs. 

Nevrirvy is at the Elementary Library, a student aide occupies the Middle/High School Library.  In 

addition, all faculty members of the Middle/High School, have access to the Library at any time, and are 

all capable of checking books in and out, if need be, or the student aide is  not available. 

11.c. Where applicable, aligned with program standards under ARM 10.55.1101 through 10.55.1901 

10.55.1801 Library Media, Program 



(i) establish flexible scheduling to ensure that libraries respond to information needs, foster intellectual 

curiosity, and support learning; ‐ see schedule above  

(ii) ensure collaboration with classroom teachers of all disciplines to implement content area standards 

and to assist students in engaging in the inquiry/research process;  As with any “Ancillary Service” in a 

school district, our librarian works daily with our classroom teachers; in addition to providing library 

services, Mrs. Nevrivy administers the Accelerated Reader Program in grades K‐8.  In order to effectively 

operate two libraries, collaboration, teamwork and commitment are needed by all stakeholders; 

students, classroom teachers, administrators and librarian.  A vital library program is essential to the 

success of all students; The Malta Public Schools “Tradition of Excellence” would not allow for anything 

less than a vibrant, fully functional Library System at any of the District Libraries. 

 (iv) advise the board of trustees on policy and rule pertaining to:  

 (B) engaging in comprehensive long range planning to administer and manage, in a secure area, the 

human, financial, and physical resources of the library to locate, access, and use on‐site resources that 

are organized and cataloged; and as our enrollment continues to fall, the need for more than one FTE in 

library media should also decrease.  Through normal attrition of our aging faculty, the prospect of hiring 

a teacher that possesses a library endorsement would certainly alleviate our issues. 

(C) implementing a viable collection development policy which includes the following components:  

Please find the attached School Board Policies. 

 (ii) cooperate and join with other libraries, information agencies, and community resources in the 

sharing of materials;  Our students are able to access a wide variety of information; either through hard 

copy via current books in the library, interlibrary loan, and/or on‐line. 

 (iv) participate in school‐wide technology and telecommunications planning and promote its integration 

into all instructional programs.  The District’s accepted Technology Plan includes a Library Section which 

was crafted in part with Mrs. Nevrivy and retired librarian, Mrs. Lind’s, input. 



Malta School District R 
 

INSTRUCTION 2309 
 
Library Materials 
 
School library and classroom library books are primarily for use by District students and staff.  
Library books may be checked out by either students or staff.  Individuals who check out books 
are responsible for the care and timely return of those materials.  The building principal may 
assess fines for damaged or unreturned books. 
 
District residents and parents or guardians of non-resident students attending the District may be 
allowed use of library books, at the discretion of the building principal.  However, such access 
shall not interfere with regular school use of those books.  Use of library books outside of the 
District is prohibited except for inter-library loan agreements with other libraries. 
 
Any individual may challenge the selection of materials for the library/media center.  The 
Uniform Complaint Procedure will be utilized to determine if challenged material is properly 
located in the library. 
 
 
 
Cross Reference: 1700 Uniform Complaint Procedure 

2314 Learning Materials Review 
 
Legal Reference: § 20-4-402(5), MCA Duties of district superintendent or county high 

school principal 
§ 20-7-203, MCA  Trustees’ policies for school library 
§ 20-7-204, MCA School library book selection 

 
Policy History: 
Adopted on:  August 2, 2005 
Revised on: 



Malta School District R 
 

INSTRUCTION  2310 
 
Selection of Library Materials 
 
The District has libraries in every school, with the primary objective of implementing and 
supporting the educational program in the schools.  It is the objective of these libraries to provide 
a wide range of materials on all appropriate levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal and the 
presentation of different points of view. 
 
The provision of a wide variety of library materials at all reading levels supports the District's 
basic principle that the school in a free society assists all students to develop their talents fully so 
that they become capable of contributing to the further good of that society. 
 
In support of these objectives, the Board reaffirms the principles of intellectual freedom inherent 
in the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States and expressed in the School 
Library Bill of Rights, endorsed by the American Association of School Librarians in 1969. 
 
Although the Superintendent is responsible for selection of library materials, ultimate 
responsibility rests with the Board. 
 
The Board, acting through the Superintendent, thereby delegates authority for selection of library 
materials to the principal in each of the schools.  The principal further delegates that authority to 
the librarian in the school. 
 
(NOTE:  BY STATUTE, THE SUPERINTENDENT HAS AUTHORITY AND IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS, SUBJECT TO BOARD 
APPROVAL.  THE SUPERINTENDENT AND BOARD MAY NOT WANT TO DELEGATE 
THIS RESPONSIBILITY.) 
 
 
 
Legal reference: § 20-4-402(5), MCA Duties of district superintendent or county high 

school principal 
§ 20-7-203, MCA Trustees’ policies for school library 
§ 20-7-204, MCA School library book selection 

 
Policy History: 
Adopted on:  August 2, 2005 
Revised on: 



Malta School District R 
 

INSTRUCTION  2310P 
 
Selection of Library Materials 
 
Selection of library materials is a professional task conducted by library staff.  In selecting 
library materials, the librarian will evaluate the existing collection; assess curricula needs; 
examine materials, and consult reputable, professionally prepared selection aids. 
 
Weeding 
 
When materials no longer meet criteria for selection, they will be weeded.  Weeding is a 
necessary aspect of selection, since every library will contain works which may have answered a 
need at the time of acquisition, but which, with the passage of time, have become obsolete, 
dated, unappealing, or worn out. 
 
Discarded materials will be clearly stamped: 
 

AWITHDRAWAL FROM MALTA PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARY@ 
 

Materials will be discarded in compliance with ' 20-6-604, MCA.  When the decision to sell or 
dispose of library materials is made, the Board will adopt a resolution to sell or otherwise 
dispose of the material because it is or is about to become abandoned, obsolete, undesirable, or 
unsuitable for the school purposes of the District.  The Board will publish a notice of the 
resolution in the newspaper of general circulation in Malta.  The resolution may not become 
effective for fourteen (14) days after notice is published. 
 
Gifts 
 
Gift materials may be accepted with the understanding they must meet criteria set for book 
selection. 
 
 
 
Procedure History: 
Promulgated on:  August 2, 2005 
Revised on: 



Malta School District R 
 

INSTRUCTION 2312 
 
Copyright 
 
The District recognizes that federal law makes it illegal to duplicate copyrighted materials 
without authorization of the holder of the copyright, except for certain exempt purposes.  Severe 
penalties may be imposed for unauthorized copying or use of audio, visual, or printed materials 
and computer software, unless the copying or use conforms to the Afair use@ doctrine. 
 
Under the Afair use@ doctrine, unauthorized reproduction of copyrighted materials is permissible 
for such purposes as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research. 
 
While the District encourages its staff to enrich learning programs by making proper use of 
supplementary materials, it is the responsibility of staff to abide by District copying procedures 
and obey requirements of law.  Under no circumstances will it be necessary for staff to violate 
copyright requirements in order to properly perform their duties.  The District cannot be 
responsible for any violations of the copyright law by its staff. 
 
Any staff member who is uncertain as to whether reproducing or using copyrighted material 
complies with District procedures or is permissible under the law should consult the 
Superintendent.  The Superintendent will assist staff in obtaining proper authorization to copy or 
use protected materials, when such authorization is required. 
 
 
 
Legal Reference: 17 USC 101 - 1010 Federal Copyright Law of 1976 
 
Policy History: 
Adopted on:  August 2, 2005 
Revised on: 




